LETTER TO THE NEOPHYTES AND REGULAR STUDENTS Number 308 

Issued weekly for instruction in pertinent points of genuine occultism 


THERE IS A RETURN IN SPIRIT 


Dear Aspirant: 


The difficulty with conventional occultism is that it is 
foolishly self-conscious or that often it seeks to substantiate itself 
by stirring up an opposition from the world and by this destroying it¬ 
self. It is true that religious movements thrive on persecution, but 
occultism is never properly a religious movement. If it is to have a 
classification it is primarily a natural philosophy. But it is every 
aspect of life when the aspect is carried beyond itself. Science was 
occultism ih its medieval roots, but when science was occultism it was 
not a science in terms of its own day. Religion starts in revelation 
and wonders, and so does occultism of real sort, but such religion can 
never be found in the religion of its own day. Occultism remains the 
transcendent realization of being as an attitude of mind or a power of 
inner living in an outer world and facilitates living ahead of self. 

A return to superficial living, after an elected or even 
unwilling participation in the occult, is always a pure defeatism when 
it is analyzed deeply enough and no defeatism moves in life are really 
necessary. There is a return to the world in spirit. The occult is 
not taken as something in contrast with the world but rather as a part 
of self by means of which the self gains orientation in the world. A 
disturbing process when not understood, it is stimulating when a seek¬ 
er becomes a true captain of his destiny. It is obvious that as long 
as the normal man is in bondage to the world, because of his root con¬ 
ditioning, a first step in spiritual orientation must be the uprooting 
of everything that tends to hold him blind to eternal reality. But a 
first stage is not necessarily a continuing stage. The seeker swings 
back to the world in spirit and in realignment to a desired reality. 

Yours in the fellowship of the spirit, 

MARC EDMUND JONES 


Stanwood, Washington 98292, April 7, 2014 
-o—0—o- 

THE AFFIRMATIONS FOR LAST WEEK AND THIS 
Health: I consecrate every interest of my life to higher values. 

ProspSjrife^ My efforts are repaid through the indwelling presence. 

I dwell within the joy of an eternal revelation. 


Happiness' ^ 





LETTER TO THE NEOPHYTES AND REGULAR STUDENTS Number 309 

Issued weekly for instruction in pertinent points of genuine occultism 


IS THE WORLD HAPPY ON ITS OWN LEVEL? 


Dear Aspirant: 


All values in life arise from a real contrast. Thus an 
eternal necessity for criteria or standards must never be disregarded. 
When we turn away from the occult and re-enter life we are seeking the 
happiness that is in contrast with the discipline, not the truths that 
constitute a true occultism. Practically or in everyday terms it may 
be a very good thing to participate in life with an appreciation of an 
everyday situation in the great shuffle of existence, but the contrast 
is with an unnatural and wholly psychological restriction and there is 
here a tragedy. The truths of the occult become associated with what 
is not desirable in life and the basic value of life is in opposition, 
in effect, with the highest conceptions of the race. That this is an 
actuality may be seen by the transitoriness of happiness on the planes 
of worldly interest. Those released from captivity are happy for the 
generation that remembers their prior lot, but the next generation are 
soon complainers prepared to throw away the known for an unknown. We 
are inveterate idealists, no matter how much we may persuade ourselves 
that the ideal or remote is unimportant. 

The return to the world is not practical as a general or 
or.ce-f or-all answer to our problems. For the occultist it becomes an 
eternal process. He is not abandoning his occultism but he is making 
himself less and less an occultist in the sense of one separated or no 
longer interested in the world. Repudiating the path, he accepts the 
superficial reality as the more genuine chance for a deep satisfaction 
in terms of lesser ambition or mere transient thrill. But as one who 
is on the path he still finds an everyday place and perhaps a dozen or 
so such places, and through them learns the truly cosmic happiness. 

Yours in the fellowship of the spirit, 

MARC EDMUND JONES 


Stanwood, Washington 98292, April 14, 2014 
-o—0—o- 

THE AFFIRMATIONS FOR THIS WEEK AND NEXT 
Health: I yield my heart and soul and mind to some exalted task. 

ProsfestritSyy : The higher manifestations in my life I share with all. 

My house within has endless room for godly guests. 


Happiness ! 





LETTER TO THE NEOPHYTES AND REGULAR STUDENTS Number 310 

Issued weekly for instruction in pertinent points of genuine occultism 


THE FOUNDATION IN GREAT MOMENTS 


Dear Aspirant: 


In the problem of individual orientation to permanent or 
spiritual values there is an answer which possesses the particular ad¬ 
vantage of wide certification in the past. There is a foundation for 
spiritual realization in the great moments of life. As I wrote these 
words in July, 1933, for the first-cycle issue of the blue letters, it 
was with special appreciation for the principle since we had just then 
arrived home in San Anselmo after our gratifying summer conference and 
so after what I could feel was a great moment in reality in the Sabian 
work. If the answer to the problem may be taken as a building upon a 
high moment of this sort, the rest is easy. Let us plan increasingly 
to share these experiences, and to culture our own great orientations. 
This; is in essence the pilgrimage of both ancient and medieval worlds, 
but our pilgrimage is not to an established shrine or to the center at 
which some decadent priestcraft fattens itself on every artificial and 
emotional generosity of the pilgrim. Our pilgrimage is to an idea in 
which we may each find renewal, and as a consequence the outer details 
are wholly subordinated to an intangible but compelling reality. The 
answer must be seen within self, not in surface excitement. 

The characteristic feature of the conference was a great 
simplicity and avoidance of the limitation of a detailed planning. A 
general program was outlined in most informal fashion, and then every¬ 
thing was left to the inspiration of the moment. Although one of our 
largest conferences (a total of sixty-seven different individuals par¬ 
ticipating wholly aside from the local Theosophical people who came to 
the meetings, and including the two who were there for an afternoon to 
the some score present for the two weeks) it yet remained intimate. 

Yours in the fellowship of the spirit, 

MARC EDMUND JONES 


Stanwood, Washington 98292, April 21, 2014 
-o—0—o- 

THE AFFIRMATIONS FOR LAST WEEK AND THIS 
Health: I yield my heart and soul and mind to some exalted task. 

The higher manifestations in my life I share with all. 

My house within has endless room for godly guests. 


Happiness es 





LETTER TO THE NEOPHYTES AND REGULAR STUDENTS Number 311 
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THE ADEQUACY OF SIMPLE PLANNING 


Dear Aspirant: 


The greater moment illustrated in the conference of that 
former summer was not only wholly a result of its simplicity of detail 
but also of the power that always lies in a fluidity of expectation or 
demand from life. Simple planning always is adequate for large souls 
and our work has no vitality at all if we cannot expect, at this stage 
of our pilgrimage, to find much of this commonly manifest in some sort 
of largeness of soul. That conference demonstrated the fact in every 
way. We shared the great moment because in depression times we asked 
little and came prepared to co-operate fully. We were grateful for a 
privilege of being together, and in our simple camaraderie we achieved 
a genuinely pure experience of invisible fellowship. 

Simplicity of goal itself is an answer to the problem of 
this long series of letters, and perhaps a simplicity of this sort may 
never be better illustrated than by the reason for being of the Temple 
of the People, who were our truly hospitable hosts. They were one of 
the less well-known Theosophical groups which has been dedicated to an 
all-exacting vision of readying the way for an avatar and the idea was 
interpreted both literally and figuratively among them. Yet they had 
striking unanimity of devotion to their goal, even in face of the fact 
that the number of those who ever catch such a vision and hold firm to 
the challenge remains very small, and that the Temple nucleus was only 
a handful. For many years at that one spot on the magic delta of the 
river that is but a tracing of its great prehistoric self, had been an 
unasking group of souls with a simple faith in the great moment ahead. 
It was here that we were led to come and so perhaps to partake in that 
great moment even while we enjoyed and shared our own in turn. 

Yours in the fellowship of the spirit, 

MARC EDMUND JONES 


Stanwood, 


Health : 
Prosperity 

Happiness f 


Washington 98292, April 28, 2014 
-o—0—o- 

THE AFFIRMATIONS FOR THIS WEEK AND NEXT 
I seek constructive use for all I draw to me. 

: The goods for which I strive are of eternal worth. 

My heart is opened wide to every song of life. 





